THE COUP D'ETAT OF 1898

I was not disturbed by this unexpected news,
nor was I at all excited. I met it calmly and
squarely, and said in reply that I was entirely in
his power, that he could deliver me over to my
enemies whenever he wished; I was ready to die
for China at any time, provided that the death
was an honorable one.

"Well, Mr. Yung," said he, "I am not going
to play the part of a constable for China, so
you may rest at ease on this point. I shall not
deliver you over to China. But I have another
matter to call to your attention." I asked what
it was. He immediately held up a Chinese news-
paper before me, and asked who was the author
of the proposition* Without the least hesi-
tation. I told him I was the author of it.
At the same time, to give emphasis to this
open declaration, I put my opened right palm
on my chest two or three times, which attracted
the attention of everyone in the room, and caused
a slight excitement among the Japanese officials
present.

I then said, "With Your Excellency's per-
mission, I must beg to make one correction in
the amount stated; instead of $800,000,000, the
sum stated in my proposition was only $400,-
000,000." At this frank and open declarationd even playful smile., I was advised for my own personal
